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Belfast Music’s Summer Season is back! This line-up of music-based 
events represents the strength and depth of the Belfast scene with 
some special guest appearances from our extended family across 
the region!
Last year’s foundation of great events has allowed us to push the 
artistic and creative boundaries further again! 
We’ve got opera and music-theatre in domes, to drone painting 
workshops inspired by DJ sets! We have pop up choirs who meander 
across traditional music, dance, and digital art, to pop up cinemas 
celebrating Belfast’s musical history from the 60s through to the 
present day. From ceilidhs to Afro-beats, Busk Offs to Brazilian beats, 
acoustic stages to immersive electronica, we have just about all bases 
covered for all ages and music tastes, reflecting the vibrant landscape 
that is Belfast’s music scene.
We’re really excited by and proud of the music scene here in Belfast. 
Join us this summer to sample and experience what the city has to 
offer. It’s yours for the taking. 
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Lunaria - The Belfast 
Ensemble
The Dome, Victoria Square
Thurs 18 July,  
5.30pm - 8.30pm 
Free to attend.  
Grab your free ticket on Eventbrite. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

 For more information go to:  
www.thebelfastensemble.com

See Northern Ireland’s capital afresh 
with the The Belfast Ensemble. 
Straight from performances at 
London’s Southbank for the PRS 
New Music Biennial 2019, this 15 
minute new work evokes a furiously 
vibrant city caught in the crossfire 
of national identities. The Belfast 
Ensemble, with their unique blend 
of music, performance and light, 
present a unique new work. Join us 
for a window into new approaches 
to musical performance and 
interpretation in the city of Belfast. 
This is music-theatre for the 21st 
Century. 
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Golf Open  
Weekend
Disco Beard
Bank Square 
Thurs 18 July, 6.45pm - 9pm 
Free to attend. Just turn up!
Disco Beard 
is a dynamic 
duo based 
in Belfast. 
Their love 
of all genres 
influences 
their own 
funky spin on pop and crowd 
favourites, from the Spice Girls to 
Bill Withers.

No Oil Paintings

passion for making great music, they 
offer a raucous brand of alternative 
guitar and banjo-driven folk with an 
edge of darkness. 

Belfast Busking 
Band 
Bank Square 
Fri 19 July, 4.30pm - 6.30pm
Free to attend. Just turn up!
Belfast Busking band share their 
love of playing a huge mix of music 
including; soul, funk, jazz, folk, ska, 
bossa nova, reggae, hip hop and R&B. 
Not to be missed!

Bank Square 
Fri 19 July, 7pm - 9pm
Free to attend. Just turn up!
No Oil Paintings is the musical 
synergy of Chris Kelly (lead vocals, 
guitar), twin brothers Sean (vocals, 
guitar, 5-string banjo) and James 
Doone (vocals, bass guitar) and 
George Sloan (vocals, drums). With 
a variety of influences from rock to 
outlaw country and a bottomless 
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String Ninjas
Bank 
Square 
Sun 21 July, 
3pm - 5pm
Free to 
attend. Just 
turn up!
Belfast’s own 
Gavin Ferris and Mick Conlon have 
been wowing audiences with their 
energetic, fresh, live performances 
filled with their original takes on some 
of the world’s most loved and best 
known songs. Expect hard-hitting 
bass, flashy solos, and grooving 
rhythm.

The Unholy  
Gospel Band
Bank Square 
Sun 21 July, 
6pm - 8pm
Free to attend. 
Just turn up!
Authentic 
American gospel 
music delivered 
live and straight from the soul via 
Northern Ireland’s very first (unholy) 
gospel band. Featuring songs by 
Mahalia Jackson, the Staple Singers, 
James Brown and much more. The 
Unholy Gospel Band, as the name 
suggests ‘ain’t holy but the music is 
gospel. ‘ 

Cap On The Wall
Bank Square 
Sat 20 July, 5pm - 8pm
Free to attend. Just turn up!
Cap On The Wall are on a mission to 
deliver quality entertainment for any 
occasion. From traditional Irish folk 
to soft jazz or even the chart hits. 
Expect traditional ceilidh dancing 
with a teacher and Irish dance 
performers. That’s when the party 
really gets started! We’ll also have a 
prize winner from the Belfast Busk 

off to warm up the Bank Square 
stage!
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Glandore Belfast 
x Mix The City 
Workshops
Glandore, 41 Arthur Street 
Thurs 25 July, 5pm - 8pm
Places are free but limited to six 
participants per workshop. 

 To book your place go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Glandore do co-working with a 
difference - they’re opening their 
doors to Belfast Music this summer, 
and giving you the opportunity 
to create your own mix of Belfast. 
Originally curated by Hannah Peel, 
now it’s your turn to re-Mix The City. 
We’ll take you on a step by step guide 
on how to create your own Belfast mix.

Sounds from Bank 
Square - Session 1 
Bank Square 
Thurs 25 - Sun 28 July,  
3pm - 9pm
Free to attend. Just turn up! 
Relax and unwind with some of the 
best local music acts in a family 
friendly setting. Look out for a pop-
up music school with Artsekta, 
using different percussion 
instruments from around the world, 
including Japan, Africa and India. 
Stay tuned to @BelfastMusic on 
Facebook for more details. 

KinSanaa presents 
In Living Colour 

The MAC  
Sat 27 July, 4pm
Admission: £5.  
Grab your ticket on Eventbrite. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

 For more information go to:  
www.acsoni.org

African and Caribbean artists 
fuse their talents to create a 
show incorporating dance, dub-
poetry and visual art, moving 
away from the traditional concert 
format. A series of acts within a 
performance, where collaboration 
is key.
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Future Sounds 
Now 1 - Reevah and 
Malojian 
Masonic Hall, 15 Rosemary St  
Sat 27 July, 8pm
Admission: £5. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Derry songwriter Reevah’s acclaimed 
debut EP ‘Hummingbird’ was self 
released in June 2018 and aired on 
RTÉ Radio One and BBC Introducing. 
She has supported Lisa Hannigan, 
Wyvern Lingo and Duke Special. 
In 2018 Reevah collaborated on a 
project with The Ulster Orchestra. An 
emerging talent not to be missed.

Belfast Trad Fest - 
Trad On The Square 
Writer’s Square  
Sun 28 July 2019, 12pm - 5pm
Free to attend. Just turn up! 

 For the full programme go to:  
www.belfasttradfest.com

Trad on the Square is a free one-
day event celebrating Traditional 
Music, Dance and Song at Writer’s 
Square. It will include a Traditional 
Music stage, outdoor ceilidh, a 
participatory live session, a drum 
circle, arts, craft and music stalls, 

and family-fun activities as part of 
Belfast TradFest 2019.
Belfast Trad Fest is proudly 
supported by Belfast City Council, 
Arts Council of Northern Ireland, 
Tourism NI, Department for 
Communities and Destination CQ.
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Sounds from Bank 
Square - Session 2
Bank Square 
Thurs 1 - Tues 6 August,  
4pm - 9pm
Free to attend. Just turn up!
Relax and unwind with some of the 
best local music acts in a family 
friendly setting. Look out for a pop-up 
music school with Artsekta, using 
different percussion instruments 
from around the world, including 
Japan, Africa, and India, and a special 
Outernational DJ set. Stay tuned 
to @BelfastMusic on Facebook for 
more details.

Mix The City 
Workshop 
University of Atypical  
Fri 2 August, 12pm - 1pm, 
1.30pm - 2.30pm  
and 3pm - 4pm
Places are free but limited to six 
participants per workshop. 

 To book your place go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Originally curated by Hannah Peel, 
now it’s your turn to re-Mix The City. 
We’ll take you on a step by step 
guide on how to create your own mix 
of Belfast. The best remix videos 
and productions will be played on 
Culture Night 2019!

Molto Vivo 
The Black Box  
Fri 9 August, 8pm - 11pm
Free to attend.  
Grab your free ticket on Eventbrite. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Molto Vivo have earned a reputation 
as a talented band to look out for. 
Described as “the Pixies met Green 
Day and had a baby” they are sure 
to have you dancing along at this 
bewitching live show! We’ve also 
asked them to surround themselves 
with their wish list of local musicians. 

The three piece, made up of Mattie 
Bell, Jordan Dickson and Rae 
Sofley, combines grunge, rockabilly, 
classic rock, punk and theatrical 
composition to create a well-
rounded and distinctive style. 
Special support from Don’t Fear 
the Natives and John Andrews with 
full band. 
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Seedhead Arts 
presents Blue 
Whale 
The Black Box 
Thurs 22 August, 8pm
Free to attend. Just turn up!

 For more information go to:  
www.seedheadarts.com

Blue Whale 
are a jazz 
punk quartet 
from Belfast. 
Their aim 
has always 
been to veer 
away from 
the trappings of the 
traditional guitar-centric four-piece, 
and in doing this have experimented 
heavily with unconventional 
scales and time signatures. Their 
cadenced, angular and atonal 
compositions tread fine lines 
between dance and discord, chaos 
and intricacy, with the resultant 
aural tension unique in its capacity 
to simultaneously provoke mental 
confusion and physical movement. 
Their sound has been compared to 
the likes of Captain Beefheart and 
the Magic Band, Television, Swans, 
Sonic Youth and Slint.

HIVE Choir  
- Word on the Street 
City Centre Pop Up Concert 
Fri 16 and Sat 17 August
Free to attend. Just turn up!
Whether you’re on a wee dander 
through town or faffin about, just haul 
on. You might hear HIVE. They’re a 
vocal ensemble of artists who work 
in experimental music, traditional 
music, dance, digital art, theatre 
and urban studies. Based in Belfast, 
HIVE perform new music using 
found text, verbal notation, graphic 
scores, improvisation and audio 
technologies. 

GXRL Code
The Berliner 
Sat 17 August, 9pm 
Admission: £5. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

 For more information go to: 
www.facebook.com/gxrlcode

A collective of musically minded 
female artists and creatives, shifting 
the narrative of female expression 
through scene shaking parties! 
Showcasing local artists and 
designers, setting up stalls to exhibit 
their art and using the stage to 
showcase their craft!
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Rudimentary 
Records - Crypticz x 
Itoa EP Launch
Ulster Sports Club 
Fri 9 August, 9pm
Admission: £5. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Rudimentary celebrate the new EP 
from Itoa and Crypticz.
This EP showcases two of the most 
talented up and coming producers 
in the bass scene. Expect a blur 
of Dubstep, Drum n Bass, and 
Footwork, and for the sound system 
to be tested!

Cathedral Quarter 
Caribbean Social
Writer’s Square 
Sat 10 August, 12 noon - 5pm
Free to attend. Just turn up!
Expect Carnival vibes courtesy of 
Steel Drum maestros and Notting Hill 
stalwarts Tropical Heatwave for one 
day only! Join us for an afternoon of 
reggae, dance, and DJs as well as a 
range of genuine Caribbean Street 
Food stalls to provide you with a fresh 
alternative weekend lunch. Hosted 
by Destination CQ BID, ACSONI and 
Belfast City Council.

Summer Season 2019
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Belfast’s musical history

Strange Victory Records  
Presents - Multimedia  
Music Street Party
Strange Victory Records, 22-24 Berry Street 
Sat 10 August, 10am - 5pm
Free to attend. Just turn up!
This family-friendly event includes a mobile cinema showing specially curated 
musical film content as well as a specially commissioned film showcasing 
Belfast’s musical history from the 60s through to present day. 
There’s also a pop-up art gallery exhibiting a series of 
professional gig photographs and gig promo posters 
from Belfast gigs across the decades (60s - present).
Plus street games, ‘musical face painting’ for kids 
and local food stalls showcasing the best of Belfast 
while local DJs soundtrack the day in style! 

www.belfastcity.gov.uk/cityofmusic 11
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Vault Artist Studios 
- Courtship
CastleCourt 
Fri 23 August, 7pm
Free to attend. Just turn up! 
Vault is a collective of individuals. 
Each different but held together 
by the need to create - to make 
something come alive and 
shape it. Our latest venture into 
disused space is in a vacant unit 
in Castlecourt. For one night only, 
led by our musical members we 
will collaborate on an evening of 
music, experimentation and play. 
Join us to watch. Join us to dance. 
Join us...

Music Central
Lanyon Place Station 
Mon 2 and Thurs 19  
September, 12 noon and 4.30pm
Free to attend. Just turn up! 
What better way to keep your 
summer of festivals going than 
with some live music to set your 
commute off on the right note, with 
acoustic sets from some of the 
best musicians in the city.

Four Men and  
a Dog
Ulster Sports Club 
Thurs 22 August, 8pm
Admission: £15

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

 For more information go to:  
www.androichead.com

Four Men and a Dog are true legends 
of Irish music. Their fiery tune sets 
are second to none for passion and 
precision, while their songs are full of 
surprise - anything from traditional 

ballads to American folk songs to 
acoustic rock n’ roll (in the words of 
the band “Blame it on the radio”).
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Beyond Skin - Mim Suleiman, Orchestre 
des Réfugiés et Amis
Oh Yeah Music Centre  
Fri 6 September, 8pm
Admission: £4

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

 For more information go to:  
www.beyondskin.net

Mim Suleiman has been described 
as the Mama Africa of the Modern 
Era revelling in her East African 

vocals and percussion traditions. 
Orchestre des Réfugiés et Amis 
is a music project developed 
by Beyond Skin creating safe 
welcoming spaces for musicians in 
refugee or asylum status to meet, 
collaborate and socialise with a 
diverse of professional musicians. 
This is a double bill not to be 
missed!

Lucent 
The Black Box  

community in Northern Ireland. 
Join us for a unique immersive 
music experience in The Black Box 
featuring live music from Hex Hue, 
image, film, visuals and dance, plus 
some special guests! Neo Neo DJ’s 
will be setting the musical tone.

Thurs 5 September, 8pm
Admission: £5. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

 For more information go to:  
www.thelucentmoment.com

Lucent is a new, collaborative piece 
of work curated and directed by Hex 
Hue (Katie Richardson) alongside 
many brilliant artists and it’s funded 
by the Help Musicians UK Fusion 
fund.
It is a multi-disciplinary project 
working with music, visual art and 
dance to produce a collection of 
new songs inspired by the creative 
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Future Sounds Now 2  
- The Lost Connection, Ai Messiah
Masonic Hall,  
15 Rosemary Street
Sat 7 September, 8pm
Admission: £7. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Artist Locky Morris (Rare) and 
guitarist John O Neill (The 
Undertones, That Petrol Emotion) 

bring a growing pulsating pop 
appeal to the abandoned Masonic 
Hall on Rosemary Street. Ai Messiah 
epitomises the Future Sounds of 
Now series. Their debut album 
‘Sentience and Sapience’, released 
last November on local outfit 
Touch Sensitive is a masterpiece 
of future-leaning soundscapes. We 
are buzzed to be hosting their live 
AV show.

www.belfastcity.gov.uk/cityofmusic14
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The Lap Off
Ulster Sports Club  
Fri 13 September, 8pm
Free to attend.  
Grab your free ticket on Eventbrite. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Up from the grave, The Lap Off has 
awoken from a six year hiatus to 
pit our best electronic musicians 
and DJs against each other in 
gladiatorial knock out rounds of ten 
minutes each and crowd reaction 

decides who wins. Think 8 Mile with 
laptops.
Contestants can use their laptop 
to produce noises in whatever 
way they like, and can supplement 
their electronic sounds with any 
instrument they can connect-up! 
Past contestants have been DJs, 
original musicians, and everything 
in between. Always diverse and 
always surprising, expect dancing, 
shouting and a mess of cables like 
you’ve never seen.

Lady Vendredi 
Black Box  
Fri 6 September, 8pm
Part of the Bounce Arts Festival.  
Admission: £5. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.universityofatypical.org/
bounce 

Imagine an experience - turbulent 
yet seductive, surrounded by sound 
and bathed in love. Cult music icon 
Lady Vendredi is a mythopoetic 
super heroine and vodou priestess 
popstar from another dimension. 
Enter the space of Neon Dream 
- an imagined alternate reality of 
pulsating sensuality. A constellation 
of Afro-futuristic sound, light and 
movement. Drawing from sources 
as wide as Haitian Vodou, Bauhaus 

costume, and 70s synth pioneers, 
Lady Vendredi creates and recreates 
a new world in this mythic ritual gig.
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Drone Patrol
Bank Square  
Sat 14 and Sun 15 September, 
11:30am - 1pm and 2pm - 4pm
Free to attend. Just turn up!
Artist Robin Price has taught his 
drone to carry a paintbrush and 
you’re in control. Enjoy the challenge 
of piloting a wonky drone over a 
canvas and letting your creativity 
loose. We’ll have DJ’s supplying a 
laid back Outernational soundtrack 
to inspire your painting.

Sounds from Bank 
Square - Sessions  
3 and 4 
Bank Square  
Fri 13 - Sun 15 September,  
4pm - 9pm
Thurs 19, Sat 21 - Sun 22 
September, 4pm - 9pm
Free to attend. Just turn up! 

Relax and unwind with some of 
the best local music acts in a 
family friendly setting. The perfect 
soundtrack to your summer 
- make the most of the urban 
great outdoors! Stay tuned to @
BelfastMusic on Facebook for 
more details.
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Acoustic Picnic x 
Culture Day 
Oh Yeah Music Centre 
Sat 21 September, 11am - 2pm
Free to attend.  
Grab your free ticket on Eventbrite. 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

A relaxed afternoon of live music for 
all ages and activities for children. 
Little movers and shakers are 
encouraged to dance and sing 
along to some heart-warming and 
well-known songs from the Over 
The Hill house band. 

Warm friendly atmosphere. Bring 
your own picnic, some light snacks 
and tea and coffee will be on sale in 
the Oh Yeah cafe too. 

Mix The City Live x 
Culture Night
Belfast City Hall  
Fri 20 September,  
5.30pm - 8pm
Free to attend. Just turn up!
Clap, stomp and shout, together 
in time! This is your chance to 
immerse yourself and become the 
remix! Conor Mitchell (The Belfast 
Ensemble) will orchestrate a real 
time remix of Hannah Peel’s original 
score with Mix The City artists, 
including Katie Richardson (featuring 
Open House Choir), No Oil Paintings, 
Kaidi Tatham, and Steven Davis. We’ll 
be getting you all making music in 

the grounds of City Hall! We have a 
feeling this will be a landmark event 
to remember! 
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CHANT - Cathedral 
Quarter Choir + 
Special Guests
Rosemary Street 
Presbyterian Church 
Thurs 26 September, 8pm
Free to attend.  
Grab your free ticket on Eventbrite.

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Cathedral Quarter Choir is the 
brainchild of Katie Richardson. 
This brand-new choir will spend 
the Summer meeting, singing and 
rehearsing together to prepare for 
this very special event. 

CHANT will be joined by some of 
Belfast’s finest musicians to perform 
bespoke choral arrangements of 
their songs for a one-off gig that 
promises to live long in the memory.
With a focus on fun and singing 
contemporary and local music, 
everyone is welcome. This is the 
start of something special - come 
and get involved! 

Barrio 54
Ulster Sports Club 
Sat 28 September, 9pm
Admission: £4 advance / £6 OTD 

 For tickets go to:  
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Back for one night only, Barrio 54 is 
calling good people to bring good 
vibes to a class venue to dance to 
outstanding music of the tropical 
electronica kind, with a LIVE soulful 
twist. Previous guests to share our 
stage include Reset, Rudimentary, 
Homespun and Belfast Music Club. 

Our gatherings have to be felt to be 
believed! Do join us. 
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CURATED BY HANNAH PEEL

Make your own mix of Belfast at 
www.mixthecity.com/Belfast 

Take part LIVE at Belfast City Hall on Culture Night (see page 19)

LIVE � CULTURE NIGHT 



BCC 0369

Belfast City Hall  
Donegall Square 
Belfast  
BT1 5GS

www.belfastcity.gov.uk/music 
belfastmusic@belfastcity.gov.uk
028 9050 0543
@ourbelfastmusic
@belfastmusic

#BelfastMusic

Spotify Playlist

Scan here for our Belfast 
Music playlist curated by 
Oh Yeah Music Centre.

The Belfast Music Tour, 
brought to you by the Oh Yeah 
Music Centre is a journey 
across the city celebrating the 
music, artists, and landscape 
that have brought character to 
our city. 
To book go to  
www.visitbelfast.com/tickets
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